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Borrowdale Parish Council Minutes

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting of the Borrowdale Parish Council held in the Rosthwaite Institute on Wednesday 13th May 2015 at 19:45
Present: Andrew Webb (in the Chair), David Hindmarch, Trevor Dowson, Gary Metcalfe, Gill Brocklesby
In Attendance: Becx Carter (Clerk), Mrs S Dowie (resident)
Apologies: John Bennett, Nigel Dixon, Sam Hicks, Pete Baron, Jeff Hall, A/BC Cllr Adrian Davies Johnson.  
Resolved that Cllr’s Bennett, Hicks & Dixon who were unable to attend this meeting would complete their declaration of acceptance of office papers either immediately prior to the July meeting, or prior to this in the presence of the Clerk. 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting all councilors present completed their declaration of acceptance of office forms which were witnessed by the clerk as the Proper Officer of the Council.
33/15 Election of Chairman

Cllr A Webb proposed Cllr G Metcalfe be chair for the forthcoming year, Cllr G Brocklesby seconded this motion. All present were in favour.
Resolved that Cllr G Metcalfe be appointed as Chairman of Borrowdale Parish Council for the forthcoming year. 
34/15 Declaration of acceptance of office 

Cllr G Metcalfe completed the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office. This was witnessed by the Clerk as the Proper Officer to the Council.
Cllr G Metcalfe took the seat as chair for the remainder of the meeting. 

Cllr G Metcalfe thanked Cllr A Webb for his work as Chair over the previous two years. 

35/15 Election of Vice-Chairman

Cllr A Webb proposed Cllr T Dowson be vice-chairman for the forthcoming year, Cllr D Hindmarch seconded this. All present were in favour.

Resolved that Cllr T Dowson be appointed as the Vice-Chair to Borrowdale Parish Council for the forthcoming year.

36/15 Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from the above-mentioned people
37/15 Request for Dispensations & Declarations of Interest 
i) Request for Dispensation

None received

ii) Declarations of Interest

None received

iii) To note Councilors Obligation to update the Register of Interests each year

All councilors received a new copy of the Declaration of Pecuniary Interest Form to be completed and returned to Allerdale Borough Council within 28 days.
38/15 Approval of Minutes of the meeting held on the 30th March 2015
All members had received a copy of the minutes to read. 
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on the 30th March 2015 were confirmed as a true & accurate record, and as such were signed by the Chairman.

39/15 Public Participation

Police Matters
Apologies were received from the Police, a written update was received and read by the Clerk.

Resolved the report from the police was noted as received.
Fred Whitton Bike Race- An issue was raised regarding a lack of marshaling and appropriate route management on this race on Sunday 10th May (there was a conflict between the cyclists and a bus that resulted in damage to both a property within Rosthwaite and to the bus).
Resolved that the clerk contact the organisers to discuss this matter

Action: Clerk to action this point. 

40/15 Action Reports/Updates from Councillors & Clerk
SSSI Lodore Woods

The Clerk informed the meeting that this matter has finally been resolved S.45 Commons Act 2006 states that a parish council ‘may take any steps to protect the land against unlawful interference that could be taken by an owner in possession of the land’. There is therefore no ongoing liability for Borrowdale Parish Council.
Resolved that this information be noted and the item be removed from future agendas.

Green Space at Borrowdale Institute 
The clerk informed those present that a meeting had taken place on the 11th May between Cllr J Bennett & Thomas Burditt, which confirmed that everything remains up in the air with regard to Yew Tree Farm, various suggestions/ideas were proposed about how this area could be tied/linked to the Borrowdale Institute in the future.  Nothing further to report.  Resolved that this item be agenda’d for future meetings
Action: Clerk to keep this item on the agenda for future updates
National Trust Matters- Housing

A revised Housing Policy for the NorthWest Area has been produced. A copy was circulated to all councilors to read. This matter will be on a future agenda for discussion. Resolved that this item be agenda’d for the July meeting.
Action: Clerk to add this to the agenda for the July meeting. 
Howe Cottage
Mr T Burditt had provided the following statement with relation to this matter.
 “Nothing has changed with respect to Howe Cottage. It is NOT being attached to Yew Tree Farm as a holiday cottage. It was not included in the letting particulars that went out to over 20 attendees at the viewing day in March. None of the 7 business plan tenders from prospective new tenants (applicants) has included it in their submissions to us, because it isn’t on the table as a holiday cottage business. It will be let on an AST as a residential cottage. We are not letting it yet because we are considering using it as a temporary stopgap for other tenants as we do extensive refurbishments to their properties.”

Resolved that this statement be noted as received.

Action: Clerk to request a copy of the will of Mr Fisher who willed this (and other properties) to the National Trust.

Vodafone Sure Signal Project

The Clerk informed that draft contracts had been issued to all relevant parties. Prior to the final contracts being send out confirmation was required from Mr Riaan Joubert that he was happy to proceed.
Action: Cllr Dowson to raise this matter with Mr R Joubert and report back to the Clerk.
Website
A paper regarding this matter had been circulated to all councilors in advance of this meeting. As of the 1st July 2015 Parish Councils of a certain size become subject to the new data transparency & audit regulations which involve an array of documents to be regularly uploaded to the website. The current website that Borrowdale Parish Council is only accessible by Cllr A Webb, without investment in additional software for someone else to use it. 
Cllr A Webb proposed that a new, easier to maintain website be created by the Clerk on borrowdale.org.uk up to a budget of £250, all present were in favour.

Resolved that a new website be created prior to the July meeting.

Action: Clerk to create a new website

Action: Clerk to speak to Claranet about creating a new email address for Cllr A Webb …. @borrowdale.org.uk 
Vehicle within Grange Reservoir compound

The Clerk informed the meeting that UU had confirmed this land is no longer their property. Cllr G Metcalfe informed the meeting that as he understood it the land had been sold and the vehicle belonged to the private land owner.

Resolved that no further action can be taken  on this matter by Borrowdale Parish Council.

41/15 Correspondence.
Unless listed below all correspondence listed on the agenda is noted as having been received by no action was required.
-Response from CCC re the condition of drainage on Borrowdale Road. Resolved that Borrowdale Parish Council felt that the response received was not adequate and that this matter should be further pursued.
Action: Clerk to raise this issue once again with C/Cllr A Lysser for an update on the drain cutter machine

Action: Clerk to organize a video to be done of the road to identify the problem areas

Action: Clerk to speak to the National Trust about their obligations as landowners to deal with drainage of water leaving their land.

-Lodore Falls Hotel-Proposed Extension & Development- The Clerk confirmed that despite assurances from the agent in question that draft plans would be received in time for this meeting no information had been received. Resolved that the clerk would organize a working group meeting as and when the draft plans etc were received.

42/15 Planning Applications

None received

43/15 Planning Decisions

The council noted the following decision: 

Ref: 7/2015/2034

Proposal: Removal of existing timber garden room and erection of new timber framed and clad structure

Location: The Warren, Manesty, Keswick, 

FULL PLANS APPROVED (with conditions)

44/15 Finance 

a) Balances
Resolved that the council noted the balance of the current account as £4305.12 as at 18th April 2015

b) Data Protection Registration

Resolved by all present that Borrowdale Parish Council join the Data Protection Register with immediate effect

Action: Clerk to organise this registration.

c) Receipts

Resolved that the following receipts be noted

	From
	Reason
	Amount

	Allerdale Borough Council
	½ year precept
	£2,462.50

	Allerdale Borough Council
	CTRS Grant
	£22.23


d) Invoices for approval 

	Chq Ref
	Payments
	Reason
	Amount

	1
	Information Commissioners Office
	Data Protection Registration
	£35

	2
	CALC
	Subscription
	£130

	3
	Jackie Knights
	Internal Audit Fee
	£25

	4
	AON
	Insurance
	£265.75

	5
	Becx Carter
	Salary
	£484.00

	6
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£121.00

	7
	Cumbria Payroll Services
	PAYE Services
	£14.00

	8
	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£58.89


Resolved that the above accounts be authorized for payment. The cheques were signed by two signatories.

Action: Clerk to process payments for the above accounts. 

e) Approval of accounts & variances for year ending 31st March 2015
A copy of the accounts & variances had been circulated to all in advance. The Clerk informed the meeting that the accounts and variances had been checked and approved.
Cllr G Brocklesby proposed approval of the accounts and variances statement, Cllr Webb seconded this motion. Resolved by all present that these be approved and signed by Cllr G Metcalfe as a true and accurate set of documents.

Cllr G Metcalfe & the Clerk signed the relevant section of the BDO audit form. 
f) To receive the internal auditors report and approve the Statement of Assurance and authorize the Chairman to sign the Annual Return for y/e 31/3/15
A copy of the internal auditors report had been circulated to all councilors in advance of the meeting.

Resolved by all present that the internal auditors report be received an all identified actions be accepted.

Action: Clerk to work on the identified minor issues over the forthcoming year.

Resolved We acknowledge as the members of Borrowdale Parish Council our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including the preparation of the statement of accounts.  We confirm that to the best of our knowledge and belief, with respect to the statement of accounts for the year ended 31 March 2015, that:

1. We approved the accounting statements prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations and proper practices- Resolved- Yes

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness- Resolved- Yes
3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and proper practices that could have a significant financial effect on the ability of the council to conducts its business or on its finances- Resolved- Yes
4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts & Audit Regulations-Resolved-Yes
5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing the council and took appropriate steps to manage those risks including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required- Resolved- Yes
6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the council accounting records and control systems- Resolved-Yes
7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit- Resolved-Yes
8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on the council and, where appropriate have included them in the accounting statements –Resolved- Yes
9. Trust funds (including charitable)- in our capacity as the sole managing trustee we discharged our responsibility in relation to the accountability for the fund(s)/assets, including financial reporting and, if required, independent examination or audit- Resolved- Not Applicable.
The relevant BDO Annual Report form was completed and signed by Cllr G Metcalfe & the Clerk 

45/15 Consideration and Approval of Governance documents
i) Standing Orders- Resolved by all present that these be approved and accepted for the forthcoming year.
ii) Publication Scheme - Resolved by all present that this be approved and accepted for the forthcoming year.
iii) Asset Register - Resolved by all present that these be approved and accepted for the forthcoming year.
iv) Risk Assessment- Resolved by all present that these be approved and accepted for the forthcoming year.
v) Privacy Statement Resolved by all present that these statements be approved and utilized for the forthcoming year.
Action: Clerk to upload these document to the new Borrowdale Parish Council website. 
46/15 Councillor Matters

None raised
47/15 Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday 29th July 2015- 19:30- Borrowdale Institute 
Signed……………………………………………………….. (Chairman)

Dated…………………………………………………………
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