Borrowdale Parish Council
MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting of Borrowdale Parish Council held at Borrowdale Institute, Rosthwaite on Wednesday 17th May 2017 at 19:00
Present: Trevor Dowson (Chair), David Hindmarch, Andrew Webb, Gill Brocklesby, Pete Barron, John Bennett,  Becx Carter (Clerk & RFO), 4 Parishioners, Roy Henderson (National Trust), Mr James Browett (EE Special Projects), Mr Richard Wyatt (BT), Mr Will Osborne (EE)
Apologies for absence:  Nigel Dixon, Sam Hicks, Susan Dowie
1. Welcome, introductions and apologies for absence

TD welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting of Borrowdale Parish Council. Apologies were received from the above named people 
2. Minutes.  
All members had received a copy of the Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 11th May 2016
All present were in favour of these minutes being accepted as a true & accurate record.
Resolved : that the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held  on 11th May 2016 were confirmed  as a true and accurate record and were signed as such by the Chairman. 
Action: Clerk to upload the minutes to the website. 
3. Chairman’s report for 16/17
Trevor Dowson read a copy of his report for the past 12 months; a copy is available on the Borrowdale Parish Council website for viewing. 
4. Presentation by Mr James Browett (EE Special Projects)
James works on special projects for EE which amongst other things look after innovative solutions for mobile phone coverage in rural areas. The ‘easy’ wins have already been provided for by the standard large mast infrastructure. The next stage is looking at the more innovative & smaller solutions for rural areas where the lines of sight are small/restricted due to the terrain. 
EE are offering Borrowdale an opportunity to be a pilot project on the new technology which is much more discreet, and involves a small cabinet being installed generally at the bottom of a gable end wall, with pipes ran through conduit/guttering to the apex of the gable and then a pole with a small cylindrical structure at the top of it (which encloses the antenna). There is NO cost involved to the host buildings, all costs for electrical usage will be re-imbursed by EE. The antenna are capable of providing 3G/4G signal to a fixed area via the broadband network.

The EE scheme is a larger scale scheme than the Vodafone one (1Watt) compared to the EE 20watts.  

The scheme is limited by the availability of superfast broadband (need more than 35mpbs to make it viable) and the backhaul on the system. There is a the ability to use radio to ‘bounce’ the signal from an antenna at the end of the Superfast Broadband network to another antenna past the end of the Superfast Broadband network.  Again this relies on lines of sight. The more times the signal is ‘bounced’ the lower the quality becomes. 

It is recognised that depending on the type of antenna used (directional or omni) that the coverage directly underneath a mast may be reduced restricted as non of the antennas beam the signal directly downwards. However James was confident that with the EE ones being significantly higher powered than the Vodafone one and so signal for the host property would be available to a limited extent. 

Based upon research the most viable option for getting signal further down the Valley from Rosthwaite towards Seatoller/Stonethwaite would be to have a mast on the end of Middle Howe to ‘bounce’ via radio the signal to somewhere near Fourways.

James confirmed that this is a community project and EE will be lead by what the community want/need from the project. EE now need information on Broadband Speeds ideally at the end of Middle Howe/Fourways and suggestions for possible installation sites (power is required and capacity to have a broadband line installed). The maximum distance the antenna can be from the cabinet is 12m without deterioration of the signal. 

Action: Clerk to submit an article to the next Borrowdale Newsletter to seek information on broadband speeds especially at the end of Middle Howe/Fourways area, and to ask for suggestions of sites.

Action: Clerk to feed information through to EE following the circulation of the article. 

Action: James to send through information on the scheme for distribution via the Borrowdale PC website. 

Action: Clerk to upload information to the Borrowdale PC website. 
5. Questions & Open Discussion

No questions were raised.
The Annual Parish Meeting for Borrowdale Parish Council 2015 closed at 19:31
Signed ……………………………………………..

Dated……………………………………………….

