Borrowdale Parish Council
MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting of Borrowdale Parish Council held at Borrowdale Institute, Rosthwaite on Wednesday 13th May 2015 at 19:30
Present: Andrew Webb, Becx Carter (Clerk), David Hindmarch, Trevor Dowson, Gary Metcalfe, Gill Brocklesby, Mrs S Dowie/
Apologies for absence:  John Bennett, Sam Hicks, Nigel Dixon, Pete Barron, A/BC Adrian Davies-Johnson, Jeff Hall
1. Welcome, introductions and apologies for absence

AW welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting of Borrowdale Parish Council. Apologies were received from the above named people 
2. Minutes.  
All members had received a copy of the Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 14th May 2014.
It was proposed by Gary Metcalfe that these minutes be accepted, all present were in favour. 
Resolved : that the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held  on 14th May 2014 were confirmed  as a true and accurate record and were signed as such by the Chairman. 
3. Chairman’s report for 2013/14
 Andrew Webb as chair delivered his annual chairman’s report; a copy is attached as an appendix to these minutes.
4. Questions & Open Discussion

Mrs S Dowie raised a query regarding if the National Trust had provided an undertaking to keep the Seatoller toilets open.
Action: Clerk to get back to Mrs S Dowie with a response to this query.

No further questions were raised.
The Annual Parish Meeting for Borrowdale Parish Council 2015 closed at 19:38.

Signed ……………………………………………..

Dated……………………………………………….

2015 Chairman’s Report

 

The last of the major roadworks finished off, after the landslide at Ashness Gate. Most of the surface is now better than it has been for years.  Unfortunately nothing has yet been done to improve road drainage, which is non-existent in places, and is one of the causes of road damage. This and the poor state of our roadside footpaths are sure to continue to take up our time.

More recently the Watendlath road has been repaired too. Once again quick thinking by our county councillor Andrew Lysser has had a hand in getting this done, and we are grateful for this, and for all his time and support.
Unfortunately in spite of Jeff Hall’s best efforts, we couldn’t raise enough money to finish renewing the lamp posts in Grange, and the partial funding from the county council had to be returned.

We had a very constructive meeting with Tom Burditt the new area manager for the National Trust. The Trust has finally promised to keep the public toilets at Seathwaite and Rosthwaite open, for which we and our thousands of visitors are very grateful. As a result of our meeting the Trust is also going to review whether it is a ‘Significant Housing Provider’ within a much smaller area than the whole north west. Affordable local housing will probably remain our biggest concern for the foreseeable future.
For a change we’ve just had a winter with none of the extreme weather of recent years, and no particular problems apart from road drainage.
The local foxhunt seems finally to be getting the message that most of Borrowdale no longer supports them. This is almost entirely due to the persistence of Billy Bland.
The threat of a nuclear repository is still lurking, as the government takes a short term view of this 100,000 year problem, and tries to find a way to force it through where there is least opposition, rather than where the geology is suitable.
After several years of uncertainty it looks as though much of the valley will be able to get superfast broadband in the very near future, and a bit later also benefit from the Vodafone Sure Signal.
I’d like to thank all our councillors for their attendance and for continuing to serve the valley.
As usual our greatest thanks go to our clerk Becx Carter. She has worked on all of these issues and more, and although it has been a less eventful year than last, her workload never seems to diminish.
Andrew Webb

