Borrowdale Parish Council
MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting of Borrowdale Parish Council held at Borrowdale Institute, Rosthwaite on Wednesday 11th May 2016 at 19:30
Present: Trevor Dowson (Chair), David Hindmarch, Andrew Webb, Gill Brocklesby, Pete Barron, Nigel Dixon, Becx Carter (Clerk & RFO), 1 parishioner, Roy Henderson (National Trust), 
Apologies for absence:  John Bennett, Sam Hicks, A/BC Cllr A Davis Johnston, C/CC Cllr A Lysser, PCSO Hannah Donoghue
1. Welcome, introductions and apologies for absence

TD welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting of Borrowdale Parish Council. Apologies were received from the above named people 
2. Minutes.  
All members had received a copy of the Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 13th May 2015
All present were in favour of these minutes being accepted as a true & accurate record.
Resolved : that the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held  on 13th May 2015 were confirmed  as a true and accurate record and were signed as such by the Chairman. 
3. Chairman’s report for 15/16
 The Clerk read out a pre-prepared report from John Bennett the outgoing Chair; a copy is attached as an appendix to these minutes.
4. Questions & Open Discussion

A resident raised a query regarding superfast broadband provision in the area. The Clerk reported that the Grange cabinet was now live and residents local to Grange should contact their Internet Service Provider if they are interested in upgrading. The Rosthwaite Cabinet had the wayleave agreement for power signed this week. The Clerk will provide updates as and when they are avaliable. 
Action: Clerk to continue to update all councillors & local residents.
A query was raised regarding the roadworks at the Borrowdale Hotel and what they are for. 

Action: Clerk to speak with Highways to establish if these works are to repair/replace the damaged culvert. 
No further questions were raised.
The Annual Parish Meeting for Borrowdale Parish Council 2015 closed at 19:37
Signed ……………………………………………..

Dated……………………………………………….

Chairman’s report May 2016
 
The biggest single event in the valley was Storm Desmond in December. The valley suffered severe flood damage from landslips and masses of debris being washed down mountain streams, resulting in  the closure of the road under Catbells,  the Lodore Falls Hotel and the  Derwentwater Youth Hostel narrowly escaping devastation. However overall the valley villages suffered far less than neighbouring ones, though the financial impact on businesses was very significant..

The condition of the valley roads continues to deteriorate, making it highly dangerous to cyclist; the council will support the proposed new cycleway around the lake; though tarmacking the road would be great too; letters of complaint, as usual, have been sent to Highways.

The biggest single issue going into the new year is the proposed closure of the Grange toilets by Allerdale Borough Council; we are in correspondence with ABC and others looking at ways these can be kept open. The National Trust have no plans to close their toilets, which are by their car parks.

The most significant planning application was that by Lodore Falls Hotel to add 17 bedrooms, spa and 2 new bridges towards the falls; the council gave qualified support to the application, expressing concern about the large amount of gravel levelled on both sides of the road.

Progress continues to be slowly made of the Broadband front. The council wrote a letter of protest to ABC concerning the new parking charges in Keswick, especially the new overnight charges..
John Bennett
