PAGE  
Borrowdale Parish Council Minutes


 


Borrowdale Parish Council Minutes

Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting of the Borrowdale Parish Council held in the Rosthwaite Institute on Wednesday 29th July 2015 at 19:30
Present: John Bennett (in the chair), Cllr D Hindmarch, Cllr G Brocklesby, Cllr S Hicks, 
In Attendance: Becx Carter (Clerk), Mr J Hall (Grange Resident), Mr P Barron (Rosthwaite Resident), C/Cllr A Lysser, A/BC Cllr Adrian Davis Johnston.
Apologies: Gary Metcalfe, Trevor Dowson, Andrew Webb. 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Clerk informed the meeting that Mr G Metcalfe had resigned with immediate effect. As a result of this the first agenda item of the meeting became the election of a new chairman before the meeting could proceed. 
48/15 Election of Chairman

Cllr Hicks proposed Cllr J Bennett be elected as chair, Cllr D Hindmarch seconded this motion. All present were in favour.
Resolved that Cllr J Bennett be appointed as Chairman of Borrowdale Parish Council for the forthcoming year. 
Cllr J Bennett completed the Chairman’s Decleration of Acceptance of Office. This was witnessed by the Clerk as the Proper Officer to the council. 
49/15 Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from the above-mentioned people
50/15 Request for Dispensations & Declarations of Interest 
i) Request for Dispensation

None received

ii) Declarations of Interest

None received

51/15 Approval of Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th May 2015
All members had received a copy of the minutes to read. 
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on the 13th May 2015 were confirmed as a true & accurate record, and as such were signed by the Chairman.

52/15 Public Participation

Police Matters
Apologies were received from the Police, a written update was received and read by the Clerk.

Resolved the report from the police was noted as received.
The Clerk informed the meeting that there had been recent reports in the press of a sneak in burglary in Grange over the weekend. 
Mr J Hall of Grange raised four issues regarding the B5289:
· The saplings growing on the side of the road/pavement are growing and require action. In particular on the stretch between Derwent House & Borrowdale Hotel, and on Grange Bridge.  

· There is a road sign saying ‘ramp’ left from recent works on the side of the road approaching the Grange Bridge (from the Keswick direction)
· There is a metal post/fence post sticking out from the side of the road on the left hand side as you approach Grange Bridge, this is currently wrapped in police tape following a recent accident caused by the piece of metal
· Just past the Watendlath junction (going towards Keswick) there is a cone on the right hand side of the road marking some fallen stones following an accident last year.
Cllr D Hindmarch noted that the pavement between past the Chapel campsite there is a stretch of footpath that no longer even exists due to the encroachment of vegetation.
Mr P Barron raised concern regarding the collapsed culvert at Green Bank Road End, the collapsed surface on the corner after the Bowderstone Car Park, the surface on the Keswick Side of Kettlewell, and the Grange to Red Brow Car Park piece of road.

Resolved that the Clerk raise all of these issues with CCC Highways Department.

Action: Clerk to raise the above issues with the highways department
Following the raising of these issues a lengthy discussion was held regarding the ongoing concerns of Borrowdale Parish Council and local residents about the condition of the B5289. This road continues to be in a very bad condition in terms of potholes, road surface, encroachment of vegetation on to the road, drainage, collapsing culverts etc. These issues cause grave concern to the Parish Council over the high likely hood of a serious accident occurring, particularly with the ever increasing use of bikes as encouraged by both local and national tourist organisations. 
Borrowdale Parish Council still feel that one of the main issues with regard to this road is that it is only considered as a B road based on resident population despite the fact that it is one of the most heavily trafficked tourist routes in the county. In addition to this there is a lack of joined up working between the various bodies to look at issues e.g. CCC, ABC, LDNPA etc. All relevant organisations should work together to ensure that the physical infrastructure is of a good enough quality to support the needs of those that are being encouraged to use it. 
C/C Cllr Lysser informed the meeting that he was still working on this issue, and was pushing to try and organize a drive up the B5289 with the head of Highways however this meeting has not yet been scheduled. 
Resolved that the clerk write to Mr Karl Melville, Mr K Cosgrove, C/C Cllr Lysser, MP Jamie Reed, Dr G Davies, Mr B Jefferson (LDNPA member) once again raising the concern regarding this condition of this road, and the lack of repairs/solutions being considered. Making reference to tourism numbers, and the ongoing encouragement via the LDNPA of green methods of transport including bike/cycling as part of the See More Project, and WHS bid. Clerk to request a formal meeting & drive through the road with CCC Highways team. 
Action: Clerk to write the relevant letter

Action: Clerk to send the most recent See More Minutes to Mr P Barron & all Cllrs.

Action: Clerk to add highways contacts & A/BC & CC Cllr contacts to the website

Action: Clerk to send a link to the app for reporting a pothole to all, and load on the website. 
A/BC Cllr Davis-Johnston introduced himself to the meeting and informed councilors that if they had any concerns or queries relating to Allerdale matters they should contact him.

Action: Clerk to circulate A/BC Cllr David Johnstons contact details to all councilors. 

53/15 Clerks Report & Update on actions.
Green Space at Borrowdale Institute 
The clerk informed those present that a meeting had taken place on the 11th May between Cllr J Bennett & Thomas Burditt, which confirmed that everything remains up in the air with regard to Yew Tree Farm, various suggestions/ideas were proposed about how this area could be tied/linked to the Borrowdale Institute in the future.  Nothing further to report.  Resolved that this item be agenda’d for future meetings
Action: Clerk to keep this item on the agenda for future updates
National Trust Matters- Housing

Resolved that the revised housing policy was noted as received. 
Vodafone Sure Signal Project

The Clerk informed the meeting that the installation of the Sure Signal devices would be commencing over the coming weeks. 
Broadband

The Clerk informed the meeting that Superfast Broadband was still being developed and further updates would be provided at the September Meeting.
The Super Connected Cities project has now been launched which offers grants of up to 3k to businesses to upgrade there superfast broadband provision.

Action: Clerk to upload details of this grant scheme to the Borrowdale Parish Council website.

Website

The Clerk informed the meeting that the new website was now live and the council was fully compliant with the new data transparency and audit regulations.
Bin at Rosthwaite

The Clerk informed the meeting that the National Trust has raised concerned regarding the movement of the bin at Rosthwaite to outside the National Trust toilets. It is an ABC bin and should not be sited on National Trust land.

Action: Clerk & A/BC Cllr Davis Johnston to continue working on this matter. 

54/15 Highways & Transport Matters

National Trust Drainage
The Clerk informed the council that the National Trust had confirmed that the issue of drainage from land lying alongside roads is an ongoing subject, with significant case law. The National Trust understand that the CCC are responsible for the road, road surface and all associated drainage that is linked to and benefits the surface. There is no formal National Trust policy for dealing with drainage from their land adjoining roads, but they are willing to discuss specific issues.
Resolved that the clerk raise issues of Under Falcon Cragg, that by Mountain View villas one more Water Heck is required to prevent damage to the wall/road during flood events, and that better management/channeling of the water coming down the paths from Bowderstone Car Park is required. A culvert under the road would massively improve matters in these locations.
Action: Clerk to raise these matters with the National Trust to see if any possible solutions can be established. 
Stagecoach Publicity
The Clerk informed the meeting that correspondence had been received from Stagecoach stating that they are going to erect better information in the three bus shelters within Borrowdale.

Resolved that in addition the Clerk should feedback that regular updating of timetables on all the bus stops is required especially for tourist users. 

55/15 Correspondence.
Unless listed below all correspondence listed on the agenda is noted as having been received by no action was required.
56/15 Community Voluntary Projects

No suggestions were received
57/15 Planning Applications

Lodore Falls Hotel Proposed Development
Cllr J Bennett informed the meeting that he had attended a site meeting with the LDNPA Development Control Committee regarding this proposed development. Cllr J Bennett raised the suggestions/concerns of Borrowdale Parish Council and felt that the meeting went well. The particular concerns of the council related to parking and highways issues. The developer confirmed that they would be discussing these issues with highways. 
Mr C Graves (owner) received the suggestion of the creation of a footpath between the Gowder Crag Layby and the Lodore on the ‘emergency car park’ well, and agreed to look into it. Though the issue of pedestrians crossing Lodore Beck was still to be resolved.

The Clerk informed the meeting that when this application is submitted for planning permission it will be agenda’d for council consideration.

Ref: 7/2015/2101

Location: Ashness Bridge Car Park, Watendlath Road, Keswick

Proposal: Information Panel showing local walks and activities with a potted history of the area
Resolved that the council fully support this proposal

Ref: 7/2015/2121

Location: Barrow House, Borrowdale, Keswick

Proposal: To build a wooden footbridge over Barrow Beck adjacent to current road bridge. The bridge will link to proposed new footpaths on National Trust Land.

Resolved that the council fully support this proposal

Action: Clerk to submit these comments.

Resolved that the council noted the below for information only planning notice.

Ref: 7/2015/2132

Location: Lodore Falls Hotel

Proposal: Demolition of Garages to creae additional parking. 
58/15 Planning Decisions

The council noted the following decision: 

Ref: 7/2015/2024
Location: Honister Mine, Honister, Keswick

Proposal: Update of operating conditions on Mining & Quarrying at Honister

Approved with conditions

59/15 Finance 
a) Balances
Resolved that the council noted the balance of the current account as £3,377.93 at 1st July 2015
b) Receipts

Resolved that the following receipts be noted

	From
	Reason
	Amount

	HMRC
	VAT Return
	£285.45


c) Invoices for approval 

	Chq Ref
	Payments
	Reason
	Amount

	9
	Borrowdale Institute 
	VAT reimbursement
	£214.86

	10
	Becx Carter
	Expenses & website creation
	£310.48


Resolved that the above accounts be authorized for payment. The cheques were signed by two signatories (Cllr J Bennet & Cllr D Hindmarch)
Action: Clerk to process payments for the above accounts. 
60/15 Councillor Matters

Suggested that a letter be sent to Rev Gay Pye thanking her for her hard work within the parish over the years.
Action: Clerk to write this letter.

A/BC Cllr Davis-Johnston requested that councilors notify him if there are any empty houses within the parish that councilors would like to see brought back into use. 
61/15 Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday 30th September 19:30- Borrowdale Institute 
Signed……………………………………………………….. (Chairman)

Dated…………………………………………………………
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