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Borrowdale Parish Council Minutes

Minutes of the Bi-Monthly meeting of the Borrowdale Parish Council held in the Rosthwaite Institute on Wednesday 25th March 2015 at 19:30
Present: Andrew Webb (in the Chair), David Hindmarch, Trevor Dowson, John Bennett, Nigel Dixon, Sam Hicks
In Attendance: Becx Carter (Clerk), Pete Barron (resident), Garry Sharples (National Trust)
Apologies: Garry Metcalfe, Gill Brocklesby, C/Cllr Lysser, Jeff Hall. 
17/15 Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from the above-mentioned people
18/15 Request for Dispensations & Declarations of Interest 
None received
19/15 Approval of Minutes of the meeting held on the 26th January 2015
All members had received a copy of the minutes to read. 
Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on the 26th Januray 2015 were confirmed as a true & accurate record, and as such were signed by the Chairman.
20/15 Public Participation

Police Matters
Apologies were received from the Police, a written update was received and read by the Clerk.

Resolved the report from the police was noted as received.
No other members of the public were present.
21/15 Action Reports/Updates from Councillors & Clerk
SSSI Lodore Woods

This matter is ongoing, the Clerk is awaiting a response from the Senior Commons officer at the Cumbria County Council, regarding the query of what happens if a Parish Council does not accept responsibility for a common within their area.
Action: Clerk to continue work on this matter.
Football Pitch Rental

The clerk informed the meeting that the National Trust would like to organize a small working group meeting to discuss the terms & conditions, costs etc involved in this proposal.
Resolved that Cllrs Bennett, Hindmarch & Dixon would attend such a meeting. 
Action: Clerk to organize this meeting and circulate dates to all councilors. 
National Trust Matters- Housing

No further update- Clerk to request an update on if there is going to be a review of the Northern Housing portfolio and report on this matter at the May meeting

Action: Clerk to progress and report back at the next meeting.
Hunting

The clerk updated those present a response had been received from the Blencathra Foxhounds stating that they were unwilling to provide a copy of their fixture list due to concerns regarding this information being published in the public domain and potentially leading to conflict between the hunt and saboteurs.  The Blencathra Foxhounds further confirmed that no fixture had taken place within the Borrowdale Valley since Borrowdale parish Council had made the initial request for information. 
Action: Clerk to circulate the detailed email response to all councilors for their information. 
Vodafone Sure Signal Project

The Clerk informed the meeting that further site meetings had taken place and the project was now awaiting draft contracts and planning permissions from Vodafone. It is estimated that this project would go live around the middle of the year (after the Broadband cabinets go live).
Action: Clerk to keep the council updated on this project.

Howe Cottage

The Clerk informed the meeting that contrary to rumours that may have been circulating within the area, Howe Cottage is NOT being converted into a holiday cottage or being attached to Yew Tree Farm.
Timber Building at Yew Tree Café Seatoller

The Clerk informed the meeting that a legal notice had now been sent to Ms J Wilkinson requiring the building to be removed by the 5th May 2015. If this is not honored then the LDNPA will proceed with either direct action or prosecution. 
22/15 Garry Sharples- National Trust- Presentation regarding a possible Hydro project at Hause Gill.
A project summary document & map of the proposed areas had been circulated in advance of the meeting to all councilors.

The National Trust have been looking at opportunities for many years to develop Hydro power in the lakes, they initially identified a list of around 150 sites that could have Hydro installed at them, but once an initial desk review had taken place of ecological, archeology, and special sites this list was narrowed down to around 12 sites. Of these the first one the National Trust commenced work on was Stickle Gill which will be commissioned in the coming months.  

This proposed scheme is a 100kw scheme generating about 360,000 kilowatt hours per year and will bring an income into the organization of around 60-8-k per year, with payback occurring within around 10yrs.
The aim for the National Trust is to be off fossil fuels as much as possible by 2020 (a target of 50/50 renewable energy sources).

The proposed scheme on Hause Gill is still at the investigative stages where they are looking at the buildabiity, ecology, site designations, archaeological, hydrology & geomorphology to ensure it is suitable. Hause Gill has a very strong positive point because it has a road along side it for access & construction.  The intact point would be circa 1km up from Seatoller.  The type of scheme that this will be is a ‘run of the river’ scheme, meaning that the hydro project will capture some of the water whilst allowing (at least a set amount) to continue flowing down the river. The water for the project is captured using a special screen that has 2mm holes in it that allows the relevant amount of water through it. 
The amount of water is determined by the Environment Agency based on many factors, and will take into account the ecology of the site, and also the amenity requirements of the site.  The EA have indicated initially that they would class this as a ‘low’ sensitivity site due to its natural fish blockers meaning there are no fish to be concerned about higher up the Gill. 

The National Trust are at the same time as researching and preparing this scheme are working with the Environment Agency to try and develop a new method for applying for small scale hydro schemes to make them more viable for smaller businesses e.g. farms as a diversification method. 
If this project were successful in terms of permissions and planning the National Trust would look to see if there were any added benefits they could deliver as a component part of this project e.g. bridge/track repairs in the locality (on the tenanted farm that the Gill runs though). 
The National Trust are aware of the terrain and geology they are crossing (e.g. bedrock, bog). The turbine house will be at the end of Seatoller opposite the layby. (Just upstream of Seatoller Farm). The turbine house will be constructed to look like a traditional Lakeland Barn and will be stone clad (not cut stone) with a slate roof. 
The pipe that will take the water is a 350mm pipe, which will then have a spear valve on the end of it in the turbine house which squirts the water at high pressure at a revolving structure that had ‘spoons’ on it. The greater the pressure the faster it turns the structure the more energy it generates. The max output possible from this scheme is 100kilowatt due to restrictions in the capacity of the existing electricity cables within the Borrowdale Valley. As it is the transformers will need to be replaced to come with two way supply. 

Garry confirmed that any revenue generated by this project would be kept within the property e.g. Borrowdale area. 

Action: Garry to liaise with Cllr N Dixon to consider the impact this project may have on the water pressure to his property which is supplied from the Gill.

If all goes well the National Trust would like to start construction in 2016. 

Garry confirmed that it is likely that the recommissioning of the Watendlath system (30 Kilowatt) would be considered in the future. 

This proposed scheme at Hause Gill would at this stage NOT offer protection to local properties if there were to be a national grid power cut, as the entire ‘line’ has to be switched off whilst repairs are undertaken. 

Garry confirmed that the scheme was designed to that the screen wouldn’t get clogged with gravel/silt etc, the pipe is also constructed with an inbuilt system for cleaning if required. 

It is likely that the scheme would be turned off during parts of the year due to lack of water.
Various other locations for future schemes were suggested, including Mouse Gill or Combe Gill.

Resolved that Borrowdale Parish Council were generally in support of this proposed development and looked forward to receiving further communication and consultations regarding this going forward.
23/15 Highways & Transport Matters 
Borrowdale Road- The Clerk informed the meeting that she had repeatedly reported concerns with the amount of water on Borrowdale road and drainage concerns to CCC, C/Cllr Lysser has confirmed that CCC are investing in a drain cutter which may be piloted in Borrowdale to try and address some of the drainage concerns in the area.
The Clerk also reported that she had raised concerns with CCC regarding the condition of the footpath between Keswick and Bowe Barn.

Action: Clerk to continue working on these matters 
24/15 2015 Elections
The clerk distributed the nomination packs for the upcoming 2015 elections and these were completed by those councilors in attendance.
Action: Clerk to submit the relevant papers to Allerdale Borough Council well in advance of the closing date.
25/15 Community Voluntary Projects
No suggestions were received
26/15 Correspondence.
Unless listed below all correspondence listed on the agenda is noted as having been received by no action was required.
-Approval of running of the 2015 St Begas Ultra Trail Race Resolved that Borrowdale Parish Council had no issues with this event being held again.
-Advance notice of the election of Parish Member to the LDNPA Resolved that Borrowdale Parish Council noted receipt of this information

-Pre-election guidance for town & parish councils- The Clerk briefed councilors on their obligations during the Purdah period. Action: Clerk to circulate the formal guidance from CALC to all councilors.
27/15 Finance 

a) Accounts for payment
	Chq Ref
	Payments
	
	Remittances
	

	
	CALC (Cilca training)
	£79.00
	
	

	
	Claranet Fees
	£224.64
	
	

	
	Becx Carter- Clerks Salary
	£494.90
	
	

	
	HMRC- PAYE
	£123.60
	
	

	
	Cumbria Payroll Services
	£14.00
	
	

	
	Becx Carter- Expenses
	£164.38
	
	


Resolved that the above accounts be authorized for payment. The cheques were signed by two signatories.

Action: Clerk to process payments for the above accounts. 

b) Clerks Salary
The clerk left the room for the duration of this agenda item.
A paper had been circulated to all councilors in advance of the meeting proposing a raise in the Clerks Salary from £8.613 per hour, to £9.207 per hour (from 1st April 2015) with a further raise to £9.551 per house on successful completion of the Certificate in Local Council Administration.
Resolved by all present that the above proposal be accepted. 

Action: Chairman to inform the clerk of the decision of the council.

Action: Clerk to inform Cumbria Payroll Services of the increase in salary. 
28/15 Planning Matters & Consultations
Planning Applications for Consideration
7/2015/2034
The Warren, Manesty, Keswick, CA12 5UG. Proposal: Removal of existing timber garden room and erection of new timber framed and clad garden room including wood store, bike and retreat room.
Resolved that Borrowdale Parish Council had no objections or comments with regard to this application.

Action: Clerk to submit the above to the LDNPA

7/2015/2024
Honister Mine. Proposal: Update of operating conditions on mining and quarrying roof slates and appropriate by-products (Building stone, decorative slate products etc) with mine tours for visitors, planning permission reference CA/NC.6.
Resolved that Borrowdale Parish Council has no objections or comments with regard to this application.

Action: Clerk to submit the above comments to the LDNPA.
Planning Decisions
The following decisions were noted:

7/2014/2302
Ashness Farm, Borrowdale, Keswick, Flue installation (retrospective)- LISTED BUILDING CONSENT GRANTED

7/2014/2290
Seatoller Barn, Seatoller, Keswick. Change of use of ground floor of existing building to residential accommodation. APPROVE with conditions
29/15 Consultations to respond to 
Allerdale Borough Council Consultation on Dog Fouling Bags Distribution
Resolved that Borrowdale Parish Council object to these proposed changes on the basis that the Clerk does not have a public facing office so distribution would be difficult, also the Clerk nor the council has the storage capacity to store the bags for the 6 month periods.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments to Allerdale Borough Council.
30/15 Reports back from Linked Groups
Derwent 7- Clerk to circulate the draft minutes of the Derwent 7 meeting held on Monday 23rd March to all councilors.

Action: Clerk to action the above.  
31/15 Councillor Matters

It was noted by the council that a number of break-ins/attempted break-ins had occurred over the past few nights at a number of hotels within the Parish. 
Action: Clerk to email all on the distribution list notifying them of these incidents and suggesting that extra vigilance should be take with regard to locking/security. 

Grange Bridge Café & Scafell Hotel have been observed burning rubbish on the banks of the river with waste from these fires entering the water courses.

Action: Clerk to contact the Environment Agency for advice on these matters. 

Land ownership of the parking area in front of the church (right hand side of the bridge) in Grange due to use of this site for overnight camping. Councillors present believed this land to be the property of the National Trust.
Action: Clerk to provide this information to the resident who raised the query

Abandoned Vehicle in the old reservoir above Piece Howe in Grange (reg R257 XSP). Action Clerk to look into this matter. 

AGM- Andrew Webb confirmed he would be stepping down as chairman at the upcoming AGM. 
32/15 Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday 13th May 2015 (AGM)  at 19:30 at the Rosthwaite Institute.
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