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Borrowdale Parish Council Minutes

Minutes of the Meeting of the Borrowdale Parish Council held in the Rosthwaite Institute on Wednesday 25th November 2015 at 19:30
Present: Cllrs T Dowson (in the Chair), P Barron,  D Hindmarch, A Webb, S Hicks, 
In Attendance: Becx Carter (Clerk),  Billy Bland (Borrowdale Resident), Joe Weir (resident), Janice & Don (members of the public) 
Apologies: Cllr J Bennett, N Dixon & G Brocklesby. A/BC Cllr A Davis-Johnson, C/Cllr A Lysser. J Hall (resident)
75/15 Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from the above-mentioned people
76/15 Request for Dispensations & Declarations of Interest 
i) Request for Dispensation

None received

ii) Declarations of Interest

77/15 Approval of Minutes of the meeting held on the 30th September 2015
All members had received a copy of the minutes to read. Resolved: The minutes of the meeting held on the 30th July 2015 were confirmed as a true & accurate record, and as such were signed by the Chairman.
Action: Clerk to upload the minutes to the website. 
78/15 Public Participation

Chicken Shed- Mr J Weir

Attended the meeting to thank the council for their support on his recent (now withdrawn) original Chicken Shed application. As per the agenda this application has been resubmitted by Mr J Wier in the name of Honister as per guidance provided by the LDNPA.
Resolved that the new application for this development would be considered under the Planning Applications section of the meeting. 

Honister Aerial Flight

Mr J Weir informed the meeting that he would shortly be submitting a new planning application to the for the Honister aerial flight. The main changes are that the lower (shorter) zip wire in the new plans would be suitable for use by young children & those with disabilities.  The second and major change is that the main zip wire would be capable of being used during the off peak months to extract walling stone from the main mine. This is now commercially viable due to the rising cost of walling stone, and would provide ongoing sustainability for jobs over the winter season.
In terms of the numbers there would still only be 100 people able to get on the via ferrata in a day, therefore the additional traffic would be minimal. There will be noise but there is continual noise at the mine based upon its industrial operations.
Resolved that the above information from Mr J Weir be noted.

Janice Diamond- regarding the Claire’s Cottages Planning Application.

Ms Diamond gave a brief presentation to the council regarding her planning application. This presentation detailed that that the current structure is no longer sustainable in terms of its construction and its ongoing running costs. The plans before the meeting tonight have been developed by Ms Diamond to provide a family home using aspects of many other local buildings. The proposed development would encompass as many renewables as possible. The house is designed for life including offering provision for an aging occupant.  E.g. wheelchair accessible, level surfaces, downstairs bedroom & bathroom. The new development will have a single large garage and two parking spaces.
Ms Diamond informed the meeting that planning permission had been in place for a replacement dwelling on this site in the past but had now lapsed. 

Ms Diamond confirmed that currently there was no intention to have a local occupancy clause on the new development, she intends to live in the property permanently for good, and informed the meeting that she had not included a local occupancy clause due to the financial implications it incurs on any possible future sale. It was noted by councilllors that they were disappointed to not see this occupancy clause to protect and preserve the ongoing sustainability of the community. 
Ms Diamond informed the meeting that she had spoken to the National Trust to request building on to part of the covenanted land, but the National Trust were not supportive of this suggestion.

In addition to concern regarding the lack of a local occupancy clause, cllrs also raised concern regarding the size (length) of the development, and the style of the porch, also with regard to the long expanse of roof without any thing breaking the line up e.g. Dorma’s.
Resolved that the content of the above presentation be noted. The planning application will be considered during the planning section of the meeting. 

Police Report

Resolved that it be noted that a police report had been received detailing 4 incidents since the previous meeting.

79/15 Clerks Report & Update on actions.
i) Update on the Vodafone Sure Signal project. 
The Clerk informed the meeting that the remaining two sure signal devices were being installed in Rosthwaite on the 25th/26th November 2015. The device at Seatoller would be installed once the superfast broadband goes live.

Resolved that the Clerk produce a press release regarding the launch of the sure signal project for the Keswick Reminder.

Action: Clerk to prepare this press release and circulate to the relevant press parties.

ii) Update on Broadband
The Clerk informed the meeting that further information had been received from Vodafone that the ongoing delays were due to problems with the ‘spine’ but that it was hoped that Grange would go live before the close of the year.

Resolved that this information be noted.

Action: Clerk to continue to pursue Connecting Cumbria for further updates.

iii) Hunting

Following on from the October meeting the Clerk informed the meeting that she had raised concern with the Police regarding the possibility of illegal hunting with dogs within the parish. The Police had responded noting this but stating that without evidence they can’t proceed any further.

Blencathra Foxhounds had refused to provide a fixture list due to potential public order issues. The Clerk had raised this breach of the hunting licence with the National Trust who are now taking this forward in their mid-season meeting with the hunt packs. Thomas Burditt informed via email that he was considering requesting that Blencathra Foxhounds share the fixture lists with Borrowdale Parish Council for a trial period as no public order issues had occurred during the previous season.
Resolved that the above information be noted.

Action; Clerk to circulate further information from the National Trust following their mid-season meeting.

80/15 Highways & Transport Matters

i) Notification of delay to rock face stabalisation work
Resolved that it be noted that these works to stabliase the rock faces on the B5289 had been delayed until the end of the financial year

ii) Email from Mr P Groom of CCC

It was noted by the meeting that following an inappropriately phrased email to the Clerk regarding a request for information on how to apply to have the B5289 regraded as an A road. A formal written apology has now been received from Mr P Groom of CCC.

Further receipt of an email from C/Cllr A Lysser detailing the inclusion of a 80k into the CCC budget for the next financial year for surface dressing and repairs, with additional money to be included for drainage works was positively noted by all present.
Resolved that the Clerk continue to work with C/Cllr A Lysser and CCC to access a programme of works to be circulated to all as soon as possible to provide clarity on the areas the 80k hopes to address.

Action: Clerk to pursue this matter with the relevant parties. 
iii) Road Sweeping

The Clerk informed the meeting following information provided by A/BC Cllr A Davis-Johnston that road sweeping to remove the leaves from the roads to prevent problems would be taking place in the coming weeks.

81/15 Correspondence.
Unless listed below all correspondence listed on the agenda is noted as having been received by no action was required.
-LDNPA- Re Local Occupancy Clause- The Clerk informed the meeting that confirmation had been received from the LDNPA that a local occupancy clause is automatically applied to any outright new dwelling when planning permission is applied for. With regards a ‘replacement’ dwelling such a clause would be applied. In the case of an exact replacement such a clause would not automatically be applied. If the existing dwelling had a condition on it this would apply to a new development. If the replacement dwelling would result in increase in dwellings etc then a clause would be imposed. 
Resolved by all present that the above information be noted.

82/15 Community Voluntary Projects

No suggestions were received
83/15 Planning Applications

Ref: 7/2015/2261
Location: Chicken Shed, Site adjacent to Green Bank, Borrowdale
Proposal: Change of use to form agricultural dwelling to live work dwelling for local occupancy
Resolved that in line with the previous incarnation of this application Borrowdale Parish Council had no objections to this proposed development, and were very pleased to note the inclusion of a local occupancy clause on this development from the outset.
Action: Clerk to submit these comments

Ref: 7/2015/2239

Location: Clare’s Cottage, Rosthwaite, Cumbria

Proposal: Replacement of sub-standard dwelling with 2 storey house

Resolved by all present that following a robust discussion the council felt that the proposals were better than what is currently on the site, however the council felt strongly that any proposed development should have a local occupancy clause imposed upon it to preserve the ongoing sustainability of the community. In addition those present had a number of concerns relating to the scale (length of building and its fit within the local surrondings). 
Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 
84/15 Planning Decisions

The council noted the following decisions: 

	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	7/2015/2016
	Chicken Shed, Site adjacent to Green Bank, Borrowdale
	Conversion of first floor of vacant agricultural building into dwelling for local family
	Withdrawn

	7/2015/2147
	C/o National Trust, Bowe Barn
	Construction of approximately 300m of permissive path on grazed pasture
	Approve with conditions


84/15 Consultations for response

1) CCC Budget Consultation- Resolved that Borrowdale Parish Council support a proposed 2% increase in council tax by CCC.
Action: Clerk to submit this comment

2) ABC Budget Consultation- 
Resolved by all present that:

· Charges should not be imposed for commercial recycling as this would encourage flytipping and discourage recycling

· That a review of parking charges should be undertaken as part of normal good business practice

· That non-statutory services should be continued

· That a review of how service provision is procured/contacted should take place

· That CTRS should be stopped

· That the council support a 1.9% increase in ABC portion of Council Tax.

Action: Clerk to submit the above comments.

3) ABC Parking Charges Consultation

Resolved by all present that:

-If parking charges were to be increased in the Keswick Area that all revenue generated should be retained locally to Keswick for local service provision. In addition if parking charges are to be increased then facilities in the car parks should be improved e.g. Toilets. Borrowdale Parish Council are concerned about the impact the increase in parking charges will have upon the local economy in terms of cost to visitors and also concerns regarding local workers

-That short stay should not be reduced to two hours as this restricts the acitivties can undertaken. In addition it is likely to produce a negative impression of the town/area, in addition concern was raised as to how visitors would easily identify which car park was which
-Charging periods- Any proposed change in these periods would likely have a negative impact on local businesses. If any alteration were made Lakeside Car Park should remain free after 7pm to support the crucial local theatre

-Overnight Charges- How is this financially viable? Wiill it be cost effective to police? This is likely to cause a negative impact on local businesses & accommodation providers, and potentially cause problems with displacement of vehicles to other ‘free’ areas

-Borrowdale Parish Council additionally wished it to be noted that since Allerdale BC took over the car parks in Keswick, all revenue has been removed and used to support other activities elsewhere in the Borough. It has been a disproportionate extraction of revenue from Keswick.
Action: Clerk to submit these comments.

85/15 Finance 
a) Balances
Resolved that the council noted the balance of the current account as £4,770.38 at 1st November 2015
b) Invoices for approval 

	Chq Ref
	Payments
	Reason
	Amount

	14
	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	16.74

	15
	Gill Brocklesby
	Payment for Sure Signal Elec for 1 year
	£30.70

	16
	Cumbria Payroll Services
	PAYE Services
	£14.00

	17
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£121.00

	18
	Becx Carter
	Salary
	£484.00


Resolved that the above accounts be authorized for payment. The cheques were signed by two signatories (Cllr T Dowson & Cllr D Hindmarch)
Action: Clerk to process payments for the above accounts. 
b) Approval of Financial Regulations
Resolved that the Financial Regulations be approved and adopted.
Action: Clerk to upload a copy of the Financial Regulations to the website.
c) Consideration of draft budget for 16/17
A draft budget had been circulated in advance to all councilors.

Resolved by all present that the precept remain as at 15/16 for 16/17. No change to the precept was approved.
Action: Clerk to submit the relevant forms to ABC.

86/15 Councillor Matters

Cllr A Webb informed the meeting about a recent fire in Grange where two fire engines and staff were unable to locate the Grange Fire Hydrant/s. Cllr S Hicks reported there is one sited outside of his drive.
Action: Clerk to look into this matter and report back to all via email.
87/15 Date of Next Meeting

Resolved that the meeting dates for 2016 be approved as listed below.
Wednesday 27th January 2016

Wednesday 23rd March 2016

Wednesday 11th May 2016-AGM 

Wednesday 27th July 2016

Wednesday 28th September 2016

Wednesday 30th November 2016

Action: Clerk to upload these dates to the website. 
Signed……………………………………………………….. (Chairman)

Dated…………………………………………………………
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